On this land, scarred by ravines, frozen by winter's icy
blasts and bare to the scorching sun of summer., Dokuchayev
set to work. He explored the deep-lying ground waters.
He dug ponds. He planted tree belts 32 and in some places
60 metres wide. The slopes of the ravines, hills and the
watershed became covered with foliage.
Henceforth., field cultivation was to be conducted ac-
cording to the strict requirements of scientific agro-
nomics.
Thus, the Kamennaya Steppe Experimental Station,
with an area of 10,000 hectares of land and 1,000 hectares
of woodland, came into being on the great Russian plain.
Years passed. The striplings grew.
Decades passed. Dokuchayev's shelter belts cast broad
shadows on the plain.
Vasili Robertovich Williams worked out a new system
of agriculture. He spoke of man acquiring a power over nature
such as he had never possessed before.
"Williams called this system the travopolye system.
He included Dokuchayev and Kostychev among its in-
ventors.
He began where Kostychev had left off.
Kostychev had pointed to the importance of soil structure.
He had studied the way structure was restored in "resting"
land and had already suggested the idea of planting mixtures
of grasses and legumes, the restorers of soil structure.
Williams regarded soil structure as the pivot, the key
position of the entire science of fertility.
A contemporary of and participant in man's greatest
intervention into the affairs of nature, Williams was well
aware that, practically, there was now no land that man
could not put his hand to. Virgin soil? Feather-grass covered
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